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EDITORIAL

arch on the social issues mostly demands inter-disciplinary
approach. After 2nd World War, newly independent third world
countries opened treasure- trove before the social scientists in
the field of academic research and investigation. Since then
inter-disciplinary approach became the dominant paradigm in
the social science studies. It is not only the intellectual urge
that spawns inter-disciplinary research in social science , but
the necessity to understand the third world societies helped
create that approach for investigation of socio-political and
socio-economic problems in these societies. During Cold War
period, West needed requisite information and understanding
about the mystifying East. Globalization reinvigorates this pro-
cess and redirects the entire academic exercise in the arena
of Social Science. The hitherto hidden agenda and issues
become areas of interest for the academicians, researchers and
scholars. Naturally in-depth grass root level research in the
social and international arena find place in our academic
endeavour. Diversity and plurality of approaches in under-
standing diverse issues prove to be the very essence of our
academic exercise. Although development related issues pre-
dominate the field, but the complex issues touching our daily
life have been given due importance by the researchers.
Scholars from English literature, Commerce, Chemistry to His-
tory, Political Science, Philosophy deal with various problems
like tax, subaltern and the protection of environment, devel-
opment of women, library management, useful material,
regional and national politics, etc. In a nutshell, this volume of
INQUEST is a kind of conglomeration of diverse but important
issues understood from diverse perspectives by eminent schol-
ars and thinkers,

Rese
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FOREWARD BY PRINCIPAL IN CHARGE

It gives me immense pleasure to know that the 2nd Issue of
Inquest, an academic journal of Social Sciences and Humani-
ties, is coming out. It's a triumph against all odds as the
publication of an academic journal involves lot of activities and
responsibility. It's an achievement for the institution as well
as the persons involved. Therefore, Departments of Political
Science and History deserve special thanks for the labour they
put to bring out the journal. As we know that carrying out
research in social science involves inter-disciplinary approaches
nowadays as the issues are so complex that they cannot be
dealt with a particular approach. It therefore, needs assimi-
lation of diverse approaches. In this volume diverse issues have
been touched upon by the scholars. Scholars from History,
Library Science, Commerce, Political Science, Sociology, English,
Economics, even Chemistry have contributed to deal with the

relevant issues. | convey my sincere gratitu
tors and editors who in spite of their regular a
very important role to make it a success.

de to the contribu-
ssignments play

(Dr. Magilal Taparia)
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Capitalism, Socialism and Nature:
An Overview of Marx

Dr. ArRuit BHATTACHARYYA

The aim of this paper is to examine Marx's approach to
aature. Duning the last decade Marx's approach to ecology has
received serious scholarly attention. It has been alleged by
many critics that both Marxism and Capitalism are children of
gnlightenment and modermity believing in human progress by
sypressing nature and manipulating it for human ends. Marx's
spproach to nature is no different from his arch enemy-the
capitalists. It has been argued that for Marx , and Engels also,
aature was something to be 'dominated’, 'conquered’, 'sub-
jected’ and 'mastered' for satisfying human needs. The only
complain of Marx seems to be that industrial capitalism has
subjugated nature only for the sake of the production of profit
0 be appropriated by the individual capitalist at the cost of
she rezl producers — the proletariat. Nature was being ex-
ploited, as Herbert Marcuse would later complain, not for the
szke of satisfying genuine needs of the individual, but for the
greed and lust for profit of the capitalists. The solution provided
by Marx was the overthrowing of this exploitative capitalist
dlass via 2 socialist revolution under the tutelege of a commu-
nist party and establishing social control of the means of
industrial production. Henceforth industrial production and the
accrued profit would be socially appropriated and used for
socizl welfare.

it has also been argued over-simplistically that Mary, like his
czpitzlist foes, was also dedicated to industrial growth; not the
czpitzlilist mode of production, but only the exploiting capital-
ist class is an anathema for him. Marx and Marxism have thus
?een described as a "super ideology” and metanarrative of
industrialism, just as capitalism! It has also been rightly pointed
out with empirical evidences that the contribution of the
erstwhile Soviet Russia towards environmental pollution had
been no lesser than the bourgeoisie capitalist First World.
(Foster 1994: 96-101) As the famous sovietologist Moshe
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Lewin noted in 1974: "Production for production's
tainly expressed the position of the Soviet economy g,
the standard of living nor the national income benef;
it." (Cited in Foster 1994: 98) Soviet agriculture hag
heavily on pesticides; in 1987 30 % of the Soviet
contained a concentration of pesticides detrimenta] tq hum
health. Even after two years when the use of DDT was bann:g
in USA, Soviet Russia was using it secretly in certain regions
with the secret permission of its government. (Foster 1994 99

But this is simply a very oversimplistic and one-sided
analysis of the issue. It neglects Marx's own approach to the
question of nature and tries to blame Marx anachronistically
for the faults of a "state controlled socialist sytem"-a contra-
diction in terms! Recent writers like J. Bellamy Foster, Ted
Benton, Andre Gorz and others have engaged themselves in the
serious attempt to re-interpret Marx and initiate a "red-green
dialogue". This paper is therefore a humble endeavour to
analyze in brief Marx's approach to nature and its significance
in the modern world.

To Marx man is the creator of his own history; as social
beings human species has used their labour power to control
and transform nature for his own progress. Especially in his
early wrtings Marx had held the notion that human species
exchange matter and energy with nature, and this process was
described by him as "social metabolism". As Benton had
demonstrated, Marx's early writings show an awareness of the
dialectical exchange of humanity with the rest of the natur
and the alienation of both under capitalism. Fred Magdoff h'as
even gone to the extent of claiming that against the capitalist
alienation of nature, Marx has provided us with an alternate

of "harmony and ecological civilization" to be realized o "
a socialist order. (Magdoff 2012)

In his Economic and Philosophical 'Ma'nuscripts of 1844 Mar>
g .asseslr.ted in a. Hegelian manner : "The universality of ma"
3:’\2:29“: Itself in practice.in that universality which makes thi
of life :ndn:zture as his inorganic body, (1) as a direct m-ea'tnv
Notue - (2) 2 the matter, the object and tool of his act’

S man’s inorganic body...Man lives from naturé o
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nature is his body, and he must mMaintain a co
with it if he is not supposed to die. To say th
and mentat life is linked to nature simply m
is linked to itself, for man is a part of natyre "
Nature thus sustains man with the production and reproduc-
tion of the means of life. But, as he asserted, man reproduces
the whole of nature not merely from a narrow economic sense
but man alsg prod’uces; "in accordance with the laws of beauty.,'.
(But capitalism .has disrupted this harmonious and symbiotic
relation. Capitalist alienation causes social estrangement: "ev-
ery self-enstrangement of man from himself and from nature
is manifested in the relationship between other men and
himself and nature." (Marx 1975: 329-331)

However, Capitalism has nullified the possibility of a harmo-
nious existence among the people and also between mankind
and nature. During its merely 250 years of history, capitalism
has been instrumental in fostering 'interpersonal relations and
metabolic interactions with the earth that are detrimental to
achieving a harmonious existence.” (Magdoff 2012: 2) The lust
for greed, the driving force of capitalism, has created a alien-
ation of man from man, as well as from nature. As Marx noted
in "On the Jewish Question" long ago in 1843: "The view of
nature which has grown up under the regime of private
property and of money is an actual contempt for and a practical
degradation of nature." (Cited in Foster 2001: 74)

Marx's concern for ecological degradation could also be
noted in his Economic and Philosophical Manuscripts of 1844
where he refers to the "universal pollution to be found in large
towns." He observes that in large industrialized towns: "Even
the need of fresh air ceases to be a need for the workgr. Man
reverts once again to living in a cave, but th.e cave IShHOV\;
polluted by the mephitic and pestilential . brea.t o}
civilization...the worker has no more than a precarious ”gh,tbtez
“live in it...A dwelling in the light, which Prometheus dﬁ'scl:l -
in Aeschylus as one of the great gifts Fhrough W Lcrkers.
transformed savages into men, ceases to exist for‘ theb:’a ed
Light, air etc-the simples animal cleanliness-ceases tfo o e
for man. Dirt-this pollution and putrefaction © '
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